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Why Love Israel?
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And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the
families of the earth will be blessed. Genesis 12:3

Thesis: Israel is a very special nation, a gift from G-d to the world.  Its people are very special
citizens of the world, chosen to receive His gift of instructions to the world on how to live, His
Torah.  And He gave to His people the Land of Israel as an inheritance forever.

The People: The Children of Israel were, and are, chosen by G-d to receive His Torah1, to
prophesy2 to the world G-d’s plan for redemption, to be a light to the nations3, and to write4 of
the beauties of creation.  The Children of Israel, l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦iÎi¥p §a, B’nei Yisrael, now generically termed
Jews5, (but more properly Hebrews6) are blessed as a result of the covenant G-d made with
Avraham Avinu (our father)7 out of which came the Jew and His nation, Israel.  Jews are
commanded to teach1 G-d’s commandments and principles, not only to their children8 at all
times, but also to the nations.9  Jews were, and are, chosen as a model to the nations of worship

1. Sh’mot (Exodus) 24:12 “G-D said to Moses, Come up to Me, to the mountain, and remain there.  I will give you
the stone tablets, the Torah and the commandment that I have written for the people’s instruction.” Living
Torah, by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan
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2. Witness the Nevi’im (prophets)
3. Isaiah 49:6 and others
4. Witness the Ketuv’im (writings)
5.  The word Jew derives from the Hebrew name dc̈Ed§i, Yehuda, one of the sons of Jacob (Israel) and therefore one

of the tribes of the nation of Israel.  After the kingdom was divided, Yehuda dominated the southern portion,
outlasted the northern portion regarding exile, and returned to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem.  For these
reasons, all descendants of Jacob came to be called Jews.

6. mi ¦x §a ¦r (singular i ¦x §a ¦r), the Children of Israel recognized by the King of Egypt (Exodus 1:15) and so named by
others throughout the Bible.  i ¦x §a ¦r (Hebrew) was first used to describe Avram (Genesis 14:13).

7. Beresheit (Genesis) 12:2  “I will make you into a great nation.  I will bless you and make you great.  You shall
become a blessing.” LT
17:4  “As far as I am concerned, here is My covenant with you: You shall be the father of a horde of nations.”

8. D’varim (Deuteronomy) 6:7  “Teach them to your children and speak of them when you are at home, when
traveling on the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” LT

9. Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 2:3  “And many people shall go and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the L-rd,
to the house of the G-d of Ya’aqov; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of
Ziy’yon shall go forth Tora, and the word of the L-rd from Yerushalayim.” Jerusalem Bible

Mikha (Micah) 4:2  “And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
L-rd, and to the house of the G-d of Ya’aqov; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
Tora shall go forth from Ziyyon, and the word of the L-rd from Yerushalayim.” JB

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 31:34  “and they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the L-rd . . . “ JB

16:19  “O L-rd, my strength, and my stronghold, and my refuge in the day of affliction, nations shall come
to thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vain idols, and things in
which there is no profit.” JB



of the one, true10 G-d instead of the many gods11 worshipped by their pagan neighbors, to this
day.

A major reason why the Jewish people survived as a nation through all this time and
through all their persecutions is that they have clung to their G-d.  "More than the Jews have kept
the Sabbath, the Sabbath has kept the Jews."  The great lesson of Jewish history is that the more
the Jews have been connected to G-d’s biblical lifestyle, the more likely that their children and
grandchildren would have remained Jewish instead of assimilating into pagan lifestyle, and into
oblivion.

Jews are especially endowed by the Creator.  While constituting 0.3 - 0.5% of the world
population, Jews have received 22%12 of the Nobel prizes.  The disproportionate contribution of
Jews to human learning, science and culture in general has been frequently documented.13  Is
there a reason for this? See Mishle (Proverbs) 14:3414 and Divre Hayyamim II (2 Chronicles)
7:14,15 for example.

The Nation:  Israel is the only nation in history that was given real estate16 by G-d.  Israel is
the only nation in history to exist for millenia.  Israel is the only nation in history to return to
their homeland, in 1948, after being displaced and dispersed from it.

The very survival of the Jewish people through recorded time is nothing short of
miraculous. The very fact that Jews exist as a nation today stands in testimony to the existence of
G-d who acts in history. By any historical measure, the Jewish people should have disappeared
long ago. David Ben Gurion, the first Prime Minister of the State of Israel summarized, "A Jew
who does not believe in miracles is not a realist."  Miracles are the only possible explanation for
the existence of the Jewish people.

G-d gave the land which the Nation of Israel inherited to Avraham and his progeny
forever.  “All the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever.”17

Many skeptics argue against their right to the land, but forget that HaShem created the land.  It
was His to grant to whomever He chose.  And He decided that it should belong to His chosen
people.  Enough said!

The Torah: 
God the Creator chose Torah as His way to give to His created world His instructions on how to
really live life.  The word Torah (dxFz) has the basic meaning of direction, instruction or law18.

10.Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 10:10  “But the L-rd is the true G-d, he is the living G-d, and an everlasting king: at his
anger the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation.”  JB

11.D’varim (Deuteronomy) 13:1-5, Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 10:10-13,  Daniyyel (Daniel) 3-6 
12.Encyclopedia Judaica 1997 plus updates
13.See, for example, “Jewish Contribution to Civilization” by Cecil Roth and “Jewish Contributions to Civilization:

An Estimate” by Joseph Jacobs
14.“Righteousness exalts a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” JB
15.“If My people, who are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from

their wicked ways; then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin, and I will heal their land.” JB
16.Beresheit (Genesis) 17:8  “And I will give to thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land in which thou dost sojourn,

all the land of Kena’an, for an everlasting possession;”
17.Beresheit (Genesis) 13:15
18.The word Torah derives from the root yarah (dẍï) which has meanings of to throw, to shoot (arrows), to point out

or show, to direct, teach, or instruct.  Unfortunately it has nearly universally been translated as law, which a set
of instructions on how to behave is, of course.  Our highway law, for example, is a set of instructions on speed,



As He lovingly said, through Moses, “this (z Ÿ̀G ©d dẍŸeY ©d i ¥x §a ¦CÎlM̈Îz ¤̀ , all the terms of this Teaching)
is not a trifling thing for you: it is your very life (m¤ki¥I ©g `Ed).” Deuteronomy 43:47  And in
Deuteronomy 8:3 ” . . . man does not live on bread alone, but that man lives on everything that
the Lord decrees, mc̈ ῭ d̈ d¤i §g¦i dëd§iÎi ¦t `v̈ŸenÎlM̈Îl ©r i ¦M mc̈ ῭ d̈ d¤i §g§i ŸeC ©a§l m ¤g¤N ©dÎl ©r Ÿ̀l: .  What great nation
is there that has laws and rulings as just as this entire Torah which I am setting before you
today?
Humans are born not knowing how to live life, especially how to live life to the fullest, how to
live a healthy, happy and fulfilling life, how to treat fellow creatures, and how to please the
Creator.  The Torah provides that guidance.  It is God’s message, His gift, to humanity, His
instructions on any and all aspects of life, both naturally and spiritually.  When we live Torah,
we live life.

Conclusion: G-d gave to the world His Torah, His people and His nation, including its land, for
the benefit of all mankind.  They are ours to enjoy, appreciate and love.  How can we refuse?

lanes, passing, parking, etc. that are in our best interest.  How should one drive so that vehicles peaceably
coexist.  Again unfortunately, the word law suggests legalistic imposition, with its negative connotation.  We
fear a flashing blue light behind us; it is a signal that we have violated the law.  We fear the fines, the handcuffs,
the judge’s verdict, and the prison bars. On the other hand, we are thankful for laws, for the other guys
especially, to bring about a more peaceful environment, so that wrecks don’t mar our day.  The laws are for our
individual benefit.  We are not required to obey the law, but doing so is in our best interest.  Similarly, the
instructions or teachings or directions for life that are bundled into Torah are for our benefit. They guide us to a
peaceful, fulfilling, exuberant, exciting life and to generations following after us. No, we are not required to
follow the instructions, but doing so certainly has its rewards.


